CHAP, xni.                      ETHICS*

CHAP, XIII.

Virtue is divided into natural and perfect: by which the appa-
rent contradiction is explained, that virtue cannot be obtained
without prudence, nor prudence without virtue.

I. AGAIKT, therefore, we must consider virtue. For virtue
bears a relation, like prudence does to cleverness, being not
the same thing, but similar: for in the same manner is na*
tural virtue with respect to virtue properly so called. For
every moral character appears to subsist in a certain manner
In all by nature -y for we are disposed to be just, and tem-
perate, and brave, and possess other good qualities, imme-
diately from our birth. Still, however, we seek something
else, in speaking of that which is properly good, and think
that things of this kind subsist after another manner. For
the natural habits subsist in children and brutes j but with-
out intellect they appear to be noxious. Nay, so much as
this may be evidently seen, viz. that, as it happens to a strong
body that is moved without sight to stumble grievously, be-
cause it does not possess sight, so it is in the case of natural
virtue: but if it receive intellect, it excels in action -y and
the habit being uniform, will then be properly virtue. So
that, as in that part of the soul which is conceptive of opi-
nion there are two forms, viz. cleverness and prudence; so
in the moral part also there are two, the one natural virtue.,
and the other virtue properly so called. And of these, virtue
properly so called is not produced without prudence*. Where-
fore men say that the virtues are prudences. And Socrates
considered the question partly with correctness, and partly
he erred, For inasmuch as he thought that all the virtues

<* So also prudence is not formed without natural virtue: for unless
natural virtue makes a man frequently choose & good end at ihvst, clever-
ness (that natural faculty, which makes choice ot the moans) will never
ripen into prudence: so that we may truly my without arguing in a circle
that prudence is not formed without [natural] virtue : and [perfect] virtue
is not formed without prudence.
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